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Modern Survival Philosophy
I thought is was a good idea to add a page on the site about the core philosophy I have about being survival minded and modern
survivalism. My hope is that individuals from those areas will enjoy this site but that the “average Joe” and the “average Jane” will
also get a great deal from my site and podcast as well.
The core of my philosophy about being prepared, life style planning, self sufficiency and energy independence can be summed up
with in the following 10 core values…
1. Everything you do to “prepare” for emergencies, disasters or economic turmoil should be blended into your life in a way that
improves your life even if nothing disastrous ever occurs.
2. Debt is financial cancer! Minimize it, pay it off early and stay away from credit cards.
3. Growing your own food is for everyone not just people that want “organic” fruit and vegetables. To produce your own food, even as
little as 10% of what you use reduces your dependence on “the system”. If nothing else gardening is good for your emotional and
physical health and increases the value of any property.
4. Tax is theft, the best way to combat it is to understand every legal deduction you can take or create. In general I think “the system”
is bad but when it comes to taxation either learn the system or hire a damn good accountant to work it for you. Every dollar you keep
can be used to improve your self sufficiency, every dollar taken from you can be used to make your dependence on the government
stronger.
5. Food stored is an exceptional investment. Food is increasing in cost faster than just about any investment right now and certainly
faster than the rate of inflation. You simply can’t lose by storing additional food that you use on a regular basis.
6. Plan for disaster in the following order of priority – Personal-Localized-Regional-State-National-Global. Despite the real possibility
of a true economic melt down or catastrophic terrorist attack or some other major global disaster the most probable “disaster” for any
individual is personal. Loss of a job, loss of a family member, a fire or localized weather event are the most probable threats to impact
any individual. So plan and prepare for those first, then continue to build going forward.
7. Renewable energy is great if you do it in a way that saves you money (short or long term) but your solar panels are not going to
save the planet. Man made global warming is a scam designed to force the U.S. into a global taxation system. If you want to promote
solar, wind, hydro, etc. the best way is to develop it in a more cost effective manner. Fuel efficient vehicles are also great. I personally
drive a 2006 Jetta TDI diesel that puts many hybrids to shame at 44 MPG! That’s doing 80MPH on average by the way. I bought it
because it was affordable, well built and incredibly engineered and cost me a lot less to run even with diesel being a lot more
expensive than gas. The lesson is that the best way to promote “green energy” is via economics.
8. Owning land is true wealth. I advise people to strive to own land in the country where taxes are low and restrictions are limited.
Even if you live in the city finding, buying and improving land within 3-5 hours of your primary residence makes a lot of sense. If you
can use it to get out of the city at some point so much the better.
9. In addition to food, water and other common survival stores use common sense methods of hedging against “disaster”. Pragmatic
things like, cash emergency funds, good insurance and secondary income streams are not just for people in “the system”. These
types of protection can make you life a lot less miserable when something goes wrong. Make them part of your planning.
10. Your personal philosophy is more important for you than mine! You are the master of your own life and if you don’t agree with my
views, great, define, understand and implement your own. The biggest thing you can do is understand that you are in control of your
life and that what you do matters. Those two factors have the greatest impact on individual survival across every demographic you
can imagine.
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